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As team leader for complex domestic and international design and construction projects, 
Christine Magar consistently strives for a balanced, holistic, integrated, and sustainable built 
environment by combining design excellence with innovative solutions.  Ms. Magar has also 
been an effective educator in both academic and non-academic contexts.  She has developed 
and delivered numerous presentations, peer-reviewed papers, exhibits, and seminars on 
sustainable design issues. 
 
With more than 20 years of experience as an architect, Ms. Magar has focused on energy 
efficiency and sustainable design throughout her career.  She is experienced in leading projects 
from conception through design, construction, and commissioning, and is highly skilled at 
building consensus among diverse stakeholders. 
 
Ms. Magar is currently vice-chair of the LEED® Core and Shell Committee and sits on the 
national LEED® Steering Committee. She chairs the AIA Committee on the Environment and 
formerly served on the City of Seattle’s Green Building Team as well as the City of Los Angeles’ 
Sustainable Design Task Force. 

Career Summary 

 Greenform, Los Angeles. 2005 – present.  President.  Green building consulting, 
sustainability consulting, and LEED® management. Key accomplishments include: 

 Manage more than $1 billion in LEED® certification and improvement projects, 
including the Tom Bradley International Terminal Modernization, The Boeing Company 
Auditorium, Mill Street Lofts Condo Project, Eastern Municipal Water District, KPCC 
Radio Station, and others. 

 Lead the development of Green Building Guidelines and Sustainable Policies for Los 
Angeles World Airports. 

 Southern California Edison, Los Angeles, 2003 – 2005.  Architect and Project Manager.  
Energy efficient technology consulting and project management for commercial, 
residential, agricultural, and industrial customers. Managed multiple simultaneous projects 
from design through construction and commissioning and developed educational exhibits, 
seminars, and print materials.  Key accomplishments included: 

 Created a prototype for relocatable classrooms for the Pomona Unified School District.     

 Led the development of widely adopted classroom lighting guidelines for the Los 
Angeles Unified School District.   

 Managed development of a Real-Time Metering Exhibit for NRDC’s Southern California 
headquarters, highlighting the new headquarters as a model of sustainable design and 
energy efficiency. 

 City of Seattle.  2001 – 2002.  Capital Project Manager.  Green building consulting and 
management of multiple simultaneous projects from design through construction and 
commissioning. Key accomplishments included: 

 Worked with diverse stakeholders to establish a framework for Green Building 
development standards for the City of Seattle. For more information, see 
http://www2.ci.seattle.wa.us/Implement. 

 Designed and managed the construction of improvements to a 62-story office building 
to meet Silver LEED® targets and Green Building standards. These included a light-
shelf retrofit, bamboo furniture, and a state-of-the-art conference center. 
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 Altoon + Porter Architects LLP, Los Angeles. 1999 – 2000.  Associate Architect.  Lead 
design manager for multiple large overseas retail projects from design through construction.  
Key projects included: 

 Marina Square, Singapore. 1 million-SF existing urban retail mall renovation, with 
emphasis on natural light and energy efficiency. 

 Botany Town Center, Auckland, New Zealand. 650,000-SF retail village. Sustainable site 
and building systems include displacement ventilation, integrated smoke exhaust 
ventilation, wetlands, infiltration/retention basins, local plants and materials, and a local 
arts program. 

 Johnson Fain Partners, Los Angeles. 1998.  Project Architect and Urban Designer. Green 
Building and sustainable design consulting and guidelines development. Established 
guidelines and performance specifications for multiple projects. Key projects included: 

 Capital Area East End Project, Sacramento. 1.5 million-SF of office space in five high-
performance buildings built to green building and performance specifications based on 
the LEED® rating system. 

 Los Angeles County Natural History Museum. 400,000-SF museum alteration/addition. 
The work conformed to pre-established sustainable design principles. 

 Christine Magar Studio, Los Angeles. 1991 – 1997.  Principal.  Design and project 
management emphasizing natural light and ventilation, energy efficiency, and waste 
reduction. Key projects included: 

 Anheuser-Busch Sales Training Center, Los Angeles. 12,500-SF office building 
alteration/addition involving natural light and ventilation, experimental materials, and 
collaboration with local artists. The design reinforces the Mayan tradition as the Los 
Angeles regional design precedent. 

 Meeting Hall, Rancho San Antonio Boys Home, Los Angeles. 15-acre master plan and 
10,000-SF green building classroom/meeting hall. The design features natural light, 
ventilation, and energy efficiency, and minimized construction waste. 

 SCI-Arc Lecture Hall, Los Angeles. 2,000-SF interior renovation.  The design minimized 
construction waste by using off-the-shelf wood-stud and substrate materials and created 
a metaphorical Islamic prayer rug using linoleum tile flooring. 

 Southern California Institute of Architecture, Los Angeles. 1993 – 1997. Instructor. Courses 
included graduate and undergraduate thesis, studios (all levels), graduate advanced drawing, 
graduate theory, and traveling studio. 

Selected Exhibitions 

 Just Furniture Pieces: “Monkey Portraits.” Crafts and Folk Arts Museum, Los Angeles.  1999 
Four sustainably designed tables made with a digitized woodcut from one 4-foot-by-8-foot 
wheat-board substrate with exotic species veneer. 

 Splice: “Rubber Latex Tree.” Side Streets Gallery, Santa Monica. 1998  Interactive exhibit 
with 33 rubber stamps, using latex paint and the gallery wall. The exhibit highlights the 
environmental benefits of trees. 

 Sexual Politics: “Womenhouse” and “Kant’s Vanity.” (Collaboration.) Armand Hammer 
Museum, Los Angeles. 1996  Available online at http://www.cmp.ucr.edu/womenhouse. 


